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UM STUDY SHOWS MEN AND WOMEN DIFFER 
IN REASONS FOR WANTING CHILDREN
By V i r g in i a  Vickers  Braun 
Off ice of U n ive r s i ty  Rela t ions  
Un ive r s i ty  of Montana
MISSOULA-
Married men are more l i k e l y  than married women to want to have ch i ld ren.
True or f a l s e ?
True--at least  according to some su rp r i se  f ind ing s  by two Un ive r s i t y  of 
Montana s o c io lo g i s t s  who are studying " f e r t i l i t y  expectat ions . "  The study i s  
being funded by a MONTS (Montanans on a New Trac fo r  Science) program grant from 
the National Science Foundation.
"Women see ch ildren as an i n te r ru p t io n , "  Wil l iam McBroom, professo r  of 
soc io logy,  said. "Men see ch ildren as a consummation."
McBroom, who i s  doing the study with Fred Reed, UM assoc iate  professo r  of 
soc io logy,  sa id, "We suspect th i s  i s  because the l i o n ’s share of the responsibility 
of ch i ld  rear ing continues to f a l l  on women." McBroom and Reed began th e i r  study 
in 1976 by randomly sampling students who attended UM during three d i f f e re n t  years:
1954, 1964 and 1974. The pa rt ic ipan t s  were asked to f i l l  out an extensive 20-page 
questionnaire.
They found that before marriage, both males and females tend to be i d e a l i s t i c  
about having children. But a f te r  a couple i s  married, men and women assume new 
ro les ,  with women t r a d i t i o n a l l y  doing more of the domestic work than men. Being 
married makes women see having ch i ldren in a more r e a l i s t i c  l i g h t ,  McBroom said.




F e r t i l i t y  Study--add two |
I f ,  as the evidence suggests,  males and females have d i f fe ren t  ideas about 
having ch i ld ren,  the i r  eventual dec is ion  may be the r e su l t  of a negotiated 
compromise. "We want to know how couples cope with th e i r  changing ro le s  and 
the i r  changing expectat ions about having ch i l d re n , "  he said.
###
